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“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different 
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away.”  

Henry David Thoreau 
 
In 1992, I spent what in many ways will forever be seen as the most challenging, yet rewarding 
professional experience of my adult life. I had graduated from college the year before and 
decided it was time to follow my heart and delve into the world of education. Serving as an 
Instructional Assistant at a special education school in the Baltimore area, I worked with 
students who were autistic, emotionally disturbed, often multi-handicapped and those with 
Down Syndrome. That year working with the special needs population at the Ride School was an 
on-the-job training experience in love, patience and understanding. For anyone who has lived 
with, worked with or befriended someone with special needs, they know well of the blessed spirit 
that dwells within the souls of this unique population of our human brotherhood. As Hellen 
Keller was quoted as saying, “The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or 
even touched—they must be felt with the heart.”  Being with children who are born with special 
needs will awaken even the most hardened heart with an irreplaceable and tender love. 
 
Knowing how emotionally rewarding it can be to forge a connection with a young person with 
such needs, I knew that a component of our service learning program needed to include an 
opportunity for our students to engage in such an experience. For the third straight year, our 8th 
grade class played host to an amazing group of special needs students from Pinehurst 
Elementary.  On this memorable day, the Class of 2017 organized an activity day for their new 
friends from Pinehurst which included scooter races, hurdle hops, obstacle courses, balance 
beam challenges, parachute games and tricycle contests. While the activities brought joy to the 
Pinehurst students, it was the shared comradery and the unmistakable bond that was formed 
with a mere smile from a Pinehurst Panther which truly touched the hearts of our 8th grade 
students. 
 
In the afternoon of this blessed day, the Class of 2017 enjoyed a stroll down to the SU Catholic 
Campus Ministry House for a faith sharing retreat. During this prayerful retreat, the students 
were challenged to look at others through the eyes of Jesus. Knowing that the development of 
faith is a journey more than a mere destination, the students discovered that throughout their 
remaining school days, our parish community will be there to support them on their pursuit to 
“see God in all things”. A special thank you for the organizational efforts of Jen Hill of Pinehurst 
Elementary, Nicole Long and Phyllis Phillips for making our “8th Grade Faith & Service Day” an 
unforgettable event. 
 
And to add more joy to an already glorious day, this “Fantastic Friday” ended with our annual 
Middle School Movie Night.  Our 6th, 7th and 8th grade students enjoyed an evening watching a 
great movie in our parish center with friends, all while enjoying bagful of tasty popcorn and 
celebrating a casual evening socializing with their school mates.  
 
What a day! We are so very blessed! 
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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